
 
 
 A regular meeting of the Board of Education, Township High School District 211, Cook County, 

Illinois was held on September 19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria at Palatine High School at 1000 

Rohlwing Road, Palatine, Illinois. 

 

ROLL CALL 
  

 On a roll call, the following officers and members were: 

 

 Physically Present: Kimberly Cavill, Member 

  Mark J. Cramer, Member 

 Anna Klimkowicz, Vice President and Member 

 Steven Rosenblum, Member 

 Edward M. Yung, Secretary and Member   

 Robert J. LeFevre, Jr., President and Member 

 

 Absent: Peter R. Dombrowski, Member 
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The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 The Board of Education entered executive session at 6:31 p.m. and resumed its meeting at 7:30 

p.m. 

 

 Board member Mr. Peter Dombrowski arrived at 7:30 p.m. 

 

�&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���3�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���$�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V 
 

President LeFevre read the following statement: 

 

�³Thank you for joining us tonight.   

 

The Board heard from a large number of individuals and we value your input whether via email, 

telephone, or in person.  Four years ago, we had a similar series of meetings and we heard from many 

individuals.  Many of the messages the Board received are similar to the messages sent to the Board four 

years ago. 
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 After discussion, a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

 

 Aye: Mark Cramer 

  Peter Dombrowski 

     

 Nay: Steven Rosenblum 

  Anna Klimkowicz 

  Edward Yung 

  Kimberly Cavill 

  Robert LeFevre 

 

 The motion did not carry 2-5. 

 

 Mr. Rosenblum made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Klimkowicz, to limit the number of 

individuals speaking tonight to 25 people and that each person will have three minutes to address the 

Board of Education. 

 

 After discussion, a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

 

 Aye: Anna Klimkowicz 

  Steven Rosenblum 

  Edward Yung 

  Peter Dombrowski 

  Kimberly Cavill 

  Robert LeFevre 

 

 Nay: Mark Cramer 

 

 The motion carried 6-1. 

 

 Superintendent Cates made the following comments: 

 

�³Good evening and thank you for joining us tonight. 

 

Clear laws did not exist around the specific issue of transgender students and access to locker 

rooms four years ago. We have long recognized transgender identity and provided supports to 

transgender students, and we have also always considered the best way to serve all of our students 

surrounding access to our facilities. Tonight, we are presenting a new proposal on this matter to our 

elected school Board for its first consideration. 

 

Four years ago, our Board at the time wanted to make this important decision �± even in the face 

of pressure from the federal Office for Civil Rights seeking to mandate unrestricted locker room access 

for transgender students and lawsuits representing opposing viewpoints. The Board and our 

administration considered all the issues very carefully. At that time, we listened to hours of individual 

comments, received hundreds of email messages, and engaged in informal conversations nearly 

everywhere we went. Importantly, the Board engaged in many hours of discussion with each other, and 

often debate, as each Board member felt a great deal of responsibility for the community they were 

elected to serve. 

 

Ultimately, the board decided that our District should implement a practice of granting access to 

�W�K�H�� �O�R�F�N�H�U�� �U�R�R�P�� �R�I�� �D�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�� �X�S�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �F�O�R�W�K�H�V�� �L�Q�� �D��
private area within that locker room. We improved our locker rooms by adding several private changing 
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stations and made them available to any student. For four years, we have implemented this practice 

without controversy or incident. These changing rooms will remain in place. 

 

In our district of 12,000 students, less than a dozen students have identified as being transgender. 

To make this declaration is not easy; in fact, it can be extremely difficult. We believe more students may 

experience transgender identity, but do not come forward because of how hard this can be. 

 

Transgender students are those who consistently assert a gender identity different from their birth 

gender. It is common that students can be at different stages of their transition during their four high 

school years. Our student support team members work with each student and parent to create an 

individualized plan designed to be responsive to that student at whatever their stage of development and 

transition. Typical items of discussion include whether the family would like teachers, staff, and 

students to use a different name when referring to the individual 
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 President LeFevre made the following remarks: 

 

  �³In order to use our time efficiently, I will call two names at a time.  The first individual will go 

directly to the podium and begin their remarks while the second individual will come forward and go 

directly to the designated Chair along-side Dr. Krones, who is sitting behind the podium.  We will 

continue this practice for a bit longer than the next hour, which is �������S�H�R�S�O�H���´ 

 

  Lisa Casalino, a District 211 resident and parent of two freshman daughters, addressed the Board 

involving her daughters having no ill feelings toward students who have gender dysphoria or who 

identify with the opposite biologic sex 
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   Sarah Harrington, a District 211 student, addressed the Board thanking them for hosting this 

meeting and continually hearing public opinions; and concerning bullying being wrong; her opposition 

about the proposed equal educational opportunities policy; the many people who addressed the Board 

�D�E�R�X�W�� �Z�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶�� �S�U�L�Y�D�F�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�L�U�O�V�¶�� �O�R�F�N�H�U�� �U�R�R�P�V�� �D�W��a December 2015 Board meeting; her 

personally having no problem with transgender students, but wanting privacy from the opposite sex in 

the bathrooms and locker rooms; schools having the duty to protect the privacy, dignity, and well-being 

of all students; privacy being a human right in school; and having the school district seek compassionate 

solutions like offering special changing areas for those struggling with their identity.    
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made to be a bigot because she does not want her children to be in a locker room with a student of an 

opposite gender due to �K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V��religious beliefs; and her agreement that having a third locker room 

is a good option. 
 
 August Hupp addressed the Board involving being an intersex, nonbinary person who has faced 

assaults and has been traumatized due to her trans identity, her request for the Board to support �³trans 

joy�  ́by approving the proposed equal educational opportunities policy; and she thanked the Board for 

listening to her tonight.       
 
 Dan Harrington, a District 211 resident, addressed the Board concerning biological boys not 

�E�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���J�L�U�O�V�¶���O�R�F�N�H�U���U�R�R�P�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�W���U�R�R�P�V����having accommodations be provided for students who 

are uncomfortable changing with students of the opposite sex, having the Board defend the rights of all 

students, people having the right for privacy, hearing minors at a Board meeting in December 2015 say 

they do not want to be forced to undress in front of a boy, his thoughts that he was living in a 

dictatorship �D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�R�D�U�G���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�J�H�Q�G�H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�����³�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���$���´���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G��
�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���O�R�F�N�H�U���U�R�R�P�����³�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���$�´���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���R�S�H�Q���D�U�H�D���R�I���W�K�H���O�R�F�N�H�U���U�R�R�P���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I��
using the privacy area provided �± and the student committing sexual harassment by doing so, a girl 

losing her right to privacy and having to change in the bathroom stalls as a result, and the consideration 

of this proposed equal educational opportunities policy being a travesty. 

    

Public Hearing on the 2019-2020 Budget 
 

The public hearing opened at 8:58 p.m. 

  

 President LeFevre asked if there was anyone present, not on the agenda, who wished to address 

the Board of Education regarding the 2019-2020 budget.  No one addressed the Board. 

 

 Mrs. Klimkowicz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Yung, that the public hearing on the 2019-

2020 Budget of Township High School District 211 is now closed.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The public hearing closed at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Consent Agenda 
 
  Mr. Dombrowski made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rosenblum, that the consent agenda be 

approved as presented. 

 

 On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

 

 Aye: Kimberly Cavill 

  Mark Cramer 

  Peter Dombrowski 

  Anna Klimkowicz 

  Steven Rosenblum 

      Edward Yung 
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*New Student Activity, Trust, and Convenience Accounts for 2019-2020  
 
 Mr. Dombrowski made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rosenblum, that the Board of Education 

approve the new activity accounts as recommended.   
 
 On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results: 
 
 Aye: Kimberly Cavill 

  Mark Cramer 

  Peter Dombrowski 

  Anna Klimkowicz 

  Steven Rosenblum 

      Edward Yung 

  Robert LeFevre 
 
 Nay: None 
 
 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

*Personnel Recommendations 
 
 Mr. Dombrowski made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rosenblum, that personnel recommendations 

be accepted as presented. 
 

Full-Time Teacher Employment: 

(Effective 2019-2020 School Year) 

 

Adams, Erin; science, William Fremd High School 

Jones, Benjamin; English as a second language, James B. Conant High School 

Martinez, Marisela; English as a second language, Palatine High School 

 

Part-Time Teacher Employment First Semester: 

(Effective 2019-2020 School Year) 

 

Deumic, Aldiana; English as a second language, Schaumburg High School 

Christman, Angela; English as a second language, Palatine High School 

Logan, Brian; music, Schaumburg High School 

Roth, Susan; psychologist, Hoffman Estates High School 

 

Resignations: 
 
Deumic, Aldiana; English as a second language, Schaumburg High School 

Rodino, Joseph; science, William Fremd High School 

Tipps, Bryan; music, Schaumburg High School 

 

Support New Hires: 
 
Brown, Michael; student supervisor, Palatine High School 

Betrrand, Rachel; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

Bloomfield, David; student supervisor, William Fremd High School 

Clark, Kevin; teacher assistant, Schaumburg High School 

Coronado, Ruth; teacher assistant, Schaumburg High School 

Crask, Brian; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

Deumic, Aldiana; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

Flores, Beatriz; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 
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Garza, Alec; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

Gatz, Jennifer; teacher assistant, Higgins Education Center 

Harima, Eric; teacher assistant, William Fremd High School 

Knapp, Shelley; food service, William Fremd High School 

Leman, Christopher; teacher assistant, William Fremd High School 

Marji, Iris; teacher assistant, William Fremd High School 

Patino, Federico; custodian, Schaumburg High School 

Radovanovitch, Sophia; teacher assistant, William Fremd High School 

Reyes, Cole; teacher assistant, Schaumburg High School 

Rhee, Johnathan; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

Rios, Yolando; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

Smith, Robby; bus driver, G. A. McElroy Administration Center 

Spadafore, Mary Ellen; teacher assistant, James B. Conant High School 

Tanny, Tracy; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

Tsoulos, Ann; support staff assistant, James B. Conant High School 

Vandermeulen, Susan; teacher assistant, Palatine High School 

 

Support Staff Resignations: 

 

Arroyo Lopez, Lilian; teacher assistant, James B. Conant High School 

Banahan, Lucie; teacher assistant, Schaumburg High School 

Trojan, Martin; teacher assistant, James B. Conant High School 

 

 On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

 

 Aye: Kimberly Cavill 

  Mark Cramer 

  Peter Dombrowski 

  Anna Klimkowicz 

  Steven Rosenblum 

      Edward Yung 

  Robert LeFevre 

 

 Nay: None 

 

 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

*Bids for Consideration 
 

 Mr. Dombrowski made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rosenblum, that for the bids listed below, the 

Board of Education award the business to the lowest responsible bidders as listed in the administrative 

bid recommendation dated September 19, 2019 (attached to official minutes): 

 

1. Street salt for all the schools and the Administration Center �±       $      164,250.00 

      Conserv FS 

 

2. Custodial maintenance supplies for all the buildings �±                161,629.98 

      eight vendors 

                                                                                                                                           ____________                                    

     

                                                                                     TOTAL:                       $    325,879.98 
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On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

 

 Aye: Kimberly Cavill 

  Mark Cramer 

  Peter Dombrowski 

  Anna Klimkowicz 

  Steven Rosenblum 

      Edward Yung 

  Robert LeFevre 

 

 Nay: None 

 

 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Freedom of Information Act Requests 
 

 The Board of Education received and reviewed a report on Freedom of Information Act requests 

and responses. 

 

Report on New Professional Staff 

 

 The Board of Education received and reviewed a report on professional staff new to the District 

for the 2019-2020 school year.  

 

Sixth Day Enrollment  
 

The Board of Education received and reviewed a summary of the sixth day enrollments for the 

2019-2020 school year showing a total enrollment of 11,689 in �W�K�H�� �'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V�� �I�L�Y�H�� �K�L�J�K�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V���� �7�R�W�D�O��
enrollment �± including District 211 North Campus, Higgins Education Center, and off-campus special 

education �± was 12,010. 
 

Class Size Committee Report 

 

 The Board of Education received and reviewed a report from the Class Size Committee. 

 

Salary Compensation Report 

 

 The Board of Education received, reviewed, and discussed a report on salary compensation. 
 

Tax Increment Financing Report 

 

 The Board of Education received and reviewed an update on the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���������¶�V���E�R�Xndaries. 

 

Superintendent Search Update 

 

 The Board of Education received and reviewed an update on the search for the next 

superintendent of schools for Township High School District 211 as conducted by representatives from 

School Exec Connect. 
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The budget reflects the anticipated revenues, included in the fund balance that was referenced, of 

$17.7 million from the sale of a 60-acre vacant property 
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 Nay:     None 

 

 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Resolution: Transactions Involving Treasury Securities 

 

 M
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Association of School Board (IASB) North Cook Division Dinner meetings on October 16, 2019 and 

March 18, 2020; and Steven Rosenblum to attend the Illinois Association of School Board (IASB) North 

Cook 
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Partners for Our Community �± Evening Community Services 

 

 Associate Superintendent for Student Services Mark Kovack reported on the recent Partners for 

Our Community �± Evening Community Services activities. 

 

Facilities Committee 

 

 Mr. Yung and Mr. Dombrowski reported on the recent facilities projects across District 211. 

 

Budget and Finance Committee 

 

 President LeFevre reported on the schedule for upcoming Budget and Finance Committee 

meetings that included the dates and topics for the meetings that will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the G. A. 

McElroy Administration Center. 

 

Booster Club Presidents 

 

 Mr. Rosenblum reported on the recent Booster Club Presidents meeting. 

 

Announcements 
 

 President LeFevre made the following announcements: 

  

 A. September  26 -- First Generation College Night -- Palatine High School -- 

6:30 p.m.  

 B. October 2 --  National Honor Society Induction -- James B. Conant High 

School -- 7:30 p.m. -- Mr. Rosenblum Attending 

 C.  14  Columbus Day Holiday -- All District Buildings Closed 

 D.  17 -- Next Board of Education Meeting -- 7:30 p.m. 

 E. 23 -- District 211 College Night -- Palatine High School -- 6:30 

p.m. -- Mr. Rosenblum Attending 

 F. 29 -- National Honor Society Induction -- Schaumburg High 

School -- 7:00 p.m. -- Mr. Dombrowski Attending 

 

 

 

Closed Session 

 

Mrs. Klimkowicz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dombrowski, that the Board of Education 

enter closed session to discuss minutes of meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act [5 

ILCS 120/2 (c) (21)]; the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or 

dismissal of specific employees [5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1)]; matter relating to an individual student [5 ILCS 

120/2 (c) (10)]; and probable or imminent litigation against, affecting or on behalf of the public body [5 

ILCS 120/2 (c) (11). 
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 On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

  

 Aye: Kimberly Cavill 

  Mark Cramer 

  Peter Dombrowski 

  Anna Klimkowicz 

  Steven Rosenblum 

      Edward Yung 

  Robert LeFevre 

 

 Nay: None 

 

 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 The Board of Education entered executive session at 10:31 p.m. and resumed its meeting at 

12:14 a.m. on September 20, 2019. 

 

Acceptance of Retirement Requests  

 

 Mrs. Klimkowicz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dombrowski, that the Board of Education 

accepts the retirement requests of Alfredo Siguenza, effective June 2020 according to the Master 

Contract of the District 211 Operations Maintenance Group; Karen Stevens effective December 2020 

consistent with the Master Contract of the District 211 United Support Staff; Robert Such, effective 

December 2022 consistent with the Master Contract of the United Support Staff; and James Wehle, 

effective June 2020 according to the Master Contract of the District 211 Operations Maintenance Group. 

 

 On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

 

Aye:     Mark Cramer 

Anna Klimkowicz 

     Peter Dombrowski 

 Kimberly Cavill 

 Edward Yung 

 Steven Rosenblum  

 Robert LeFevre 

   

 Nay: None 

  

 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Discipline of Staff Members 

 

Mrs. Klimkowicz 
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 On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results: 

 

 Aye: Kimberly Cavill 

  Steven Rosenblum 

  Peter Dombrowski 

  Edward Yung 

  Anna Klimkowicz 

  Mark Cramer 

  Robert LeFevre 

  

 Nay: None 

 

 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

�%�R�D�U�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�¶���'�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�¶�V���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J 

 

 Mr. LeFevre stated that the schedule is set for the superintendent candidate interview meetings 

that will be held on October 2, 2019 October 7, 2019; October 14, 2019; and October 15, 2019 and that 

the meetings on October 2, 2019 and October 7, 2019 will begin at 6:00 p.m.  The start time for the 

October 14, 2019 and October 15, 2019 has not been determined. 

 

 Mr. LeFevre stated that the Committee of the Whole Meeting regarding the proposed Equal 

Educational Opportunities Policy will be held on October 10, 2019 and will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Adjournment 
 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Education, President LeFevre 

thereupon declared the meeting adjourned at 12:16 a.m. on September 20, 2019. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

   

 Secretary, District 211 

 
 
 

  

President, District 211 


