
7

The chart above compares the academic expectations 
of various post-high school opportunities available to 
graduates. It is intended only as a general guide. Colleges 
expect a student to program at least four core academic 
subjects into each year. These college preparatory subjects 
are: English, world language, mathematics, science, and 
social studies. Highly selective institutions require greater 
numbers of these core academics.

Counselors act as resource people but many speci“c 
questions are better directed to the college or university 
admissions staff. Final admissions decisions are always 
up to the colleges. They are usually based on the number 
of academic courses and the grade point average in those 
courses as well as the student•s scores on standardized 
admissions tests (ACT, SAT).

Requirements for admission to individual colleges and 
universities vary. Students who cannot maintain a •CŽ 
grade average (2.0) in high school may have some dif“culty 
qualifying for college entrance. Some colleges may admit 
students with lower grade point averages, but who score well 
on entrance exams.

College Admission Testing
Most public colleges and universities in the Midwest, 

including all Illinois state universities and most 
community colleges, require the American College Test 
(ACT). Some colleges require applicants to take Scholastic 
Aptitude Tests (SAT Reasoning Test and/or SAT Subject 
Tests). College-bound students are advised to write the 
SAT: Subject Tests immediately following the completion 
of the course of study.

Advanced Placement
Township High School District 211 offers courses 

designed to help students receive college advanced 
placement credit by examination. Each year, Advanced 
Placement tests are administered to quali“ed students in 
May.  Many colleges also give college credit through the 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP).

Vocational Schools Transfer Programs* Universities

ENGLISH 4 Years 4 Years 4 Years: Emphasis on written  4 Years
and oral communication and literatureears 2 Years 3 Years: Recommended 4 Years: Recommended

(laboratory sciences)  core areas: Biology, Chemistry, Physics core areas: Biology, 
     Chemistr


